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A Conversation about The Crankin' A's New Building  
 

On Saturday, April 2nd, 2022ñduring the 17 th Annual Spring Frolicñthe Crankin' A's officially broke 

ground on their new display garage & clubhouse at the Barberville Pioneer Settlement. When the new building 

is complete, it will be the 20 th historical structure on the Barberville Pioneer Settlementõs campus. The Crankin' 

A's is an eminent club whose members collect, restore, and exhibit Ford Model A cars. The Crankin' A's & the 

Barberville Pioneer Settlement have had a long history of co-

operating to present the past to the public. The 1st car show 

and swap meet the A's put on at Barberville was 26 years ago 

in 1996. Both organizations are exhilarated by this new pro-

ject and continued partnership.  

The Pioneer Press recently got the opportunity to ask 

The Crankin' A's president, Kim Ziffra a few questions about 

the new project. Hereõs how that interview went.  

 

Pioneer Press: Congratulations to your organization on 

raising the interest and enthusiasm ñ not to mention the 

funds & means ñ for this outstanding and exciting project! 

Also, great job on the ground breaking ceremony. How many 

Crankinõ Aõs members attended? 

Kim Ziffra: We had 40 members in attendance at the 

site. There were several who were there in spirit, but stayed home due to the threat of thunderstorms.  

 

PP: On your place holder sign at the site you have a quote that reads òWeõre not a car club, we are a con-

nection to the past, come experience the adventure.ó This mirrors both the 

Settlementõs mission statement which identifies the importance of preserv-

ing history and showcasing it òthrough hands on experience, folk life 

demonstration, preservation, and historical exhibitsó and the Settlementõs 

slogan of òDiscover Yesterday Today.ó The visions and aims of both [our] 

organizations are complimentary. How will this project fulfill our shared 

goal of preserving and presenting history? 

KZ: Our clubõs primary focus is a specific period in history from 1927-1932. 

This time period is when Henry Ford was manufacturing the Ford Model A. 

The members of The Crankin' A's share a fascination and love of these ve-

hicles. We want to educate the public about the simplicity of early motor-

ized vehicles. We would like to take them back in time, when people were 

transitioning their mode of transportation from horses to 4 -wheeled, mo-

torized vehicles. For a brief period of time we want them to envision a 

slower pace of life, when vehicles averaged a top speed of about 45 mph.  

                                         (Continued on page 2) 
The Crankin' A's  President, Kim Ziffra 



  

 н 

 A Conversation about The Crankin' A's New Building (Continued )  
Pioneer Press: Can you tell us a little about this project? What are some of the features the Aõs are envi-

sioning for this new building?  

Kim Ziffra: At first glance the building will resemble an old time garage ñ where local folks would òhang 

outó on the porch, catch up on all the local gossip, grab a cold pop out of the cooler, and wait for their car to be 

repaired. Curiosity will overcome them, enticing them to step inside the display area located behind the porch. 

There [visitors] will find a collection of historical memorabilia relating to the Ford Model A and other items from 

that period of time. There will be several interactive displays included. We already have a cut away engine with 

color coded areas. When the steering wheel is turned the color coded sections can be seen in motion, with ex-

planations of how they work and interact with each other. Additionally, 

we are currently building a club car (an entire Model A from the chassis 

up) which will be on display. Visitors can watch the progress each time 

they visit the Settlement.  

 

PP: The Crankin' A's have been putting on car shows and swap meets 

at the Settlement since 1996. Will this new project be an extension of 

those shows or a whole new experience? 

KZ: I would say that it will be an extension of the car shows and swap 

meets. We would not only have the show for displaying our cars, but 

also providing the educational aspect by having cars displayed outside 

the building, enhancing their experience upon entering the building.  

 

Pioneer Press: Thank you for taking the time to answer our questions, and thank you so much for partner-

ing with the Settlement for this really cool project!  

 

Both organizations are excited. Construction on the project will commence in the very near future and we 

anticipate that it will be completed by late summer/early fall. Swing by the Settlement and check out the pro-

gress. This is going to be an awesome display site.   
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WƻŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊƘƛƭƭ - ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ                 

5Ŝōōƛ 5ƛƴƪƛƴǎ - ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

Wƻŀƴ /ŀǊǘŜǊ- {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

WƻƘƴ /ŀǎŜ  

5ƛŀƴŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

5Ŝƭƭ Iƻȅǘ 

WƻƘƴ YŜǊƴ 

5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ŎƘǳƭŜǊ 

WƻǎŜǇƘ {ǘƻƴŜ 

 

34!&& -%-"%23 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊτDǳŘǊǳƴ .Ŝƴǎƻƴ 

tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴς 9ǊƛŎƪ bƛŜƭǎŜƴ 

CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ϧ CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘτ 

aŀǧ CƻǊŘ 
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5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ŀƴŘ DƭƻǊƛŀ DǊŀǾŜǎ 

bƛŎƻƭŜ hǊŀƴƎŜǎ 

YŀǝŜ 5ƻȅƭŜ 

wŀŎƘŜƭ CǊȅ 

Ambassador Club  

Members 

* A Barberville Pioneer Settlement Lifetime Membership is an honorarium granted to 

supporters that have demonstrated exemplary patronage either through monetary 

donations,  contributions of time and talents or a combination thereof. Candidates for 

this esteemed honor may be presented to the Board of Directors for approval by any 

member in good standing or by the administrative team of the Settlement.  
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{ŀǊŀƘ 5 !ōǊŀƘŀƳǎƻƴ 

DŜƻǊƎŜ !ƎƴŜǊ 

5ŀƭŜ .ŀǊƴƘŀǊǘ 

WƻȅŎŜ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ 

aŀǊƛƭȅƴ ϧ wƛŎƘ .ǊŜŜȊŜ 

IŀǊǊƛŜǘ .Φ .ƻƭƛƴ 

[ŜŜ ϧ Yŀȅ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅ 

IƻǿŀǊŘ ϧ {ƴƻƻƪȅ DǊƛǎƘŀƳ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ϧ [ƻǳ 9ƭƭŜƴ IŀƎǎǘǊƻƳ 

bŀǘŀƭƛŜ IŀȊŀǊŘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

wŀŎƘŜƭ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ 

5ƻƴ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

WƻŜƭ YŜƭƭŜȅ 

.ŜǊǘƘŀ [ǳŎŀǎ 

.Ŝǩƴŀ aŀǊŀƭŘƻ 

aŀǊȅ wƛƴŘŜǊƭŜ 

CǊŀƴƪ tŀǳƭƘŀƳǳǎ 

tŀƳ ϧ wƛŎƪ wƛƴǘȊ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ŎƘǳƭŜǊ 

WŜŀƴ ¦ƴŘŜǊƘƛƭƭ 

WƻŜ ϧ YŀǝŜ ²ŀƭƭŜǊ 
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¢Ǌƻȅ .ǊŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

¢ƘŜ 5ƛƭƭŀǊŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
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IƛŘŘŜƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ tŀǊƪ 

5 ϧ / aŎ/ŀƭƭ - ²ƛƴŘƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘ 
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bƛŎƪ ϧ YŀǘƘȅ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘƛ 

5ƻƴ .ŀōŎƻŎƪ ϧ YŀȅŜ /ŀǊƻƭƻƴŜ  
Wƻŀƴ /ŀǊǘŜǊ 
WƻƘƴ /ŀǎŜ 
5Ŝōōƛ 5ƛƴƪƛƴǎ 
5Ŝƭƭ ϧ IŜƭŜƴ Iƻȅǘ 
WƻƘƴ ϧ /ŀǊƻƭ LȊȊƻ 
WƻƘƴ YŜǊƴ 

[ƻǊƛ ϧ 9ǊƴŜǎǘ wƻƎŜǊǎ 
WƛƳ {ŎƘǊŀŘŜǊ ϧ [ƻǳƛǎŜ {ǘŜŘƳŀƴ 

WƻǎŜǇƘ {ǘƻƴŜ 
5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ  

WƻŜ ϧ {ŀƴŘǊŀ ¦ƴŘŜǊƘƛƭƭ 
IŜƛƴǊƛŎƘ IƻƭŜ 
5ŀǾƛŘ YŜƛǘƘ 

CƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴŦƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ                 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΦ 

 

 Event Schedule  

(tentativeðas of May 2022) 

Open Thurs-Sun 10 amð3 pm  

6-foot social distance from others 

Masks are recommended in all buildings 

Service animals only 

May 7th         

Playing on the Porches 

June 4th 

Celebration of Olde Florida 

Sept 3th                     

Labor Day Celebration Free Admission  

Oct  22nd                   

Inaugural International FL Musical 

Saw  Festival  

Nov. 5th & 6th            

46th Annual Fall Country Jamboree  

     Dec 10th         

Florida Christmas Remembered 

нлнн /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ hƴ-
DƻƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ  

{ǉǳŀǊŜ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ - ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ 

сΥолǇƳτ/ŀƭƭ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ 

C!.! aƻƴǘƘƭȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎτмǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  

tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǊŎƘŜǎ τ мǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 

!ƭƭ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜτCƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ  

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ƻǊ  

ǿǿǿΦǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦƻǊƎ 
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нлннΩǎ CǊƻƭƛŎ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƙƻƻǘ-ƴ-ƴŀƴƴȅ 

ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 

ƭƛǧƭŜ ǿŜǘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳǎƛπ

ŎƛŀƴǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǾŜƴŘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǎƻ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΗ  

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ 5ŜōǊŀ !ƴƴ 

²Ŝǎǘ ϧ /Ǌȅǎǘŀ aŜǘŎŀƭŦ 
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