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On Saturday, April 2nd, 202& during the 17" Annual Spring Frolici the Crankin' A's officially broke
ground on their new display garage & clubhouse at the Barberville Pioneer Settlement. When the new building

is complete, it will bethe 20" hi st ori cal structure on the Barbervill
A's is an eminent club whose members collect, restore, and exhibit Ford Model A cars. The Crankin' A's & the
Barberville Pioneer Settlement have had a long history of co- -

operating to present the past to the public. The 1st car show
and swap meet the A's put on at Barberville was 26 years ago
in 1996. Both organizations are exhilarated by this new pro-
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ject and continued partnership. = ®@
The Pioneer Press recently got the opportunity to ask > T o ‘ “““\““““ o

The Crankin' A's president, Kim Ziffra a few questions about -

the new project. Hereds how ;

Pioneer PressCongratulations to your organization on
raising the interest and enthusiasm fi not to mention the
funds & means i for this outstanding and exciting project!
Also, great job on the ground breaking ceremony. How many

. ~ ~ i
Crankind A6s members attendea &

Kim Ziffra: We had 40 members in attendance at the

site. There were several who were there in spirit, but stayed home due to the threat of thunderstorms.

PP.On your ©place holder sign at the site you have

nection to the past, come experienc
Settl ementds mission statement whic
ing history and showcasing it o0thro
demonstration, preservation, and hi

sl ogan of oODiscover Yesterday Today
organizations are complimentary. How will this project fulfill our shared
goal of preserving and presenting history?

KZ.O0ur c¢cl ub&s primary focus i s al93pec
This time period is when Henry Ford was manufacturing the Ford Model A.
The members of The Crankin' A's share a fascination and love of these ve-
hicles. We want to educate the public about the simplicity of early motor-

ized vehicles. We would like to take them back in time, when people were
transitioning their mode of transportation from horses to 4 -wheeled, mo-
torized vehicles. For a brief period of time we want them to envision a

slower pace of life, when vehicles averaged a top speed of about 45 mph.

(Continued on page 2)

The Crankin' A's President, Kim Ziffra
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A Conversation about The Crankin' A's New Building  (continuea)

PioneerPressCan you tell us a Ilittle about this projec
sioning for this new building?

Kim Ziffra: At first glance the building will resemble an old time garage i wher e | ocal f ol k
out 6 on the porch, catch up on all the | ocal gossi p,

repaired. Curiosity will overcome them, enticing them to step inside the display area located behind the porch.
There [visitors] will find a collection of historical memorabilia relating to the Ford Model A and other items from
that period of time. There will be several interactive displays included. We already have a cut away engine with
color coded areas. When the steering wheel is turned the color coded sections can be seen in motion, with ex-

s planations of how they work and interact with each other. Additionally,
we are currently building a club car (an entire Model A from the chassis
up) which will be on display. Visitors can watch the progress each time
they visit the Settlement.

PP:The Crankin' A's have been putting on car shows and swap meets
at the Settlement since 1996. Will this new project be an extension of
those shows or a whole new experience?

KZ:1 would say that it will be an extension of the car shows and swap
meets. We would not only have the show for displaying our cars, but
also providing the educational aspect by having cars displayed outside
the building, enhancing their experience upon entering the building.

Pioneer PressThank you for taking the time to answer our questions, and thank you so much for partner-
ing with the Settlement for this really cool project!

Both organizations are excited. Construction on the project will commence in the very near future and we
anticipate that it will be completed by late summer/early fall. Swing by the Settlement and check out the pro-
gress. This is going to be an awesome display site.
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* A Barberville Pioneer Settlement Lifetime Membership is an honorarium graWt’éa{ t%z
supporters that have demonstrated exemplary patronage either through monetary Sy y i a
ndidateWﬂmS 3
this esteemed honor may be presented to the Board of Directors for approval by any5 )
member in good standing or by the administrative team of the Settlement.

donations, contributions of time and talents or a combination thereof. Ca

Ambassador Club
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