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Coacoochee 

 The unconquered spirit of the Seminoles is all around us here in 

Florida. We see it in the names of the places we live and work. Ask any 

non-Seminole resident to name a famous Seminole and nine times out of 

ten their first (and often only) reply is Osceola. And why not? The county 

where Mickey Mouse lives is named after him. Beyond being linked to 

modern history through Disney, Osceola was a mighty warrior of the 2nd 

Seminole War. He was captured deviously under a flag of truce by Maj. 

Gen Jessup in autumn of 1837. He died while imprisoned.  

Osceola wasnôt the only mighty Seminole warrior to fight in the 2nd Semi-

nole War, the costliest US War to date. Another Seminole warrior, a con-

temporary of Osceola, was Coacoochee. Coacoochee means Wild Cat. 

Like his name sake, Coacoochee was cunning, dangerous, flamboyant, and 

prideful. He was also articulate and intelligent.  

Coacoochee and his band of guerilla raiders were responsible for decimat-

ing the plantation economy here in what is today Volusia and Orange 

Counties. They destroyed both the Spring Garden Sugar Plantation 

(DeLeon Springs) and the Dunlawton Sugar Mill Plantation in Port Or-

ange, as well as many others.  

Coacoochee and Osceola were captured together under Jessupôs false flag 

of truce. Coacoochee, however, daringly escaped from Fort Marion ð 

what is known today as Castillo de San Marcos ï in St Augustine. Co-

acoochee tells the exciting and adventure-rich narrative of his escape in a 

way that contemporary writers like Dumas, Dickens, & Hawthorne must 

have appreciated.  

Coacoochee went on to take part in most the major battles of the 2nd Semi-

nole war for the next 5 years. Towards the end of the war, after being cap-

tured again, Coacoochee conceded that the US was a greater military giant 

than the Seminoles could ever hope to be. He convinced many of his Seminole peers to lay down their arms and emi-

grate to Arkansas on the Trail of Tears.  

As well as being fearless, Coacoochee was an eloquent and smart man. He realized that he was partially responsible for 
prolonging the war and thus prolonging the suffering of the women and children of his people. He is quoted as saying of 

his capture and escape from Saint Augustine, ñWhen I was taken prisoner, my band would have left the country. But 
upon my return they said let us die in Florida. This caused great suffering among our women and children. I hoped to be 
killed in battle, but a bullet never touched me.ò  

Although he fought against the US military, he fought for Florida ð his homeland. That is something we all can take 

pride in and honor the memory of Coacoochee as we do all US veterans. He gave a speech at his exile from Florida that 
concluded with these lines, ñI am looking at the last pine tree on my land; and now leaving Florida forever, I can say 
that I have never done anything to disgrace it. It was my home. I loved it, and to leave it now is like burying my wife & 
child. I have thrown away my rifle, have taken the hand of the white man, and now say to him, take care of me.ò  
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Ambassador Club  

Members 

* A Barberville Pioneer Settlement Lifetime Membership is an honorarium granted to 

supporters that have demonstrated exemplary patronage either through monetary 

donations,  contributions of time and talents or a combination thereof. Candidates for 

this esteemed honor may be presented to the Board of Directors for approval by any 

member in good standing or by the administrative team of the Settlement.  

ϝ [LC9¢La9 a9a.9w{ 

{ŀǊŀƘ 5 !ōǊŀƘŀƳǎƻƴ 

DŜƻǊƎŜ !ƎƴŜǊ 

5ŀƭŜ .ŀǊƴƘŀǊǘ 

WƻȅŎŜ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ 

aŀǊƛƭȅƴ ϧ wƛŎƘ .ǊŜŜȊŜ 

IŀǊǊƛŜǘ .Φ .ƻƭƛƴ 

[ŜŜ ϧ Yŀȅ 5ƻǳƎƘǘȅ 

IƻǿŀǊŘ ϧ {ƴƻƻƪȅ DǊƛǎƘŀƳ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ϧ [ƻǳ 9ƭƭŜƴ IŀƎǎǘǊƻƳ 

bŀǘŀƭƛŜ IŀȊŀǊŘ ϧ CŀƳƛƭȅ 

wŀŎƘŜƭ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ 

5ƻƴ ϧ 5ƛŀƴŀ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

WƻŜƭ YŜƭƭŜȅ 

.ŜǊǘƘŀ [ǳŎŀǎ 

.Ŝǩƴŀ aŀǊŀƭŘƻ 

aŀǊȅ wƛƴŘŜǊƭŜ 

CǊŀƴƪ tŀǳƭƘŀƳǳǎ 

tŀƳ ϧ wƛŎƪ wƛƴǘȊ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ŎƘǳƭŜǊ 

WŜŀƴ ¦ƴŘŜǊƘƛƭƭ 

WƻŜ ϧ YŀǝŜ ²ŀƭƭŜǊ 
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5ƻƴ .ŀōŎƻŎƪ ϧ YŀȅŜ /ŀǊƻƭƻƴŜ  
Wƻŀƴ /ŀǊǘŜǊ 
WƻƘƴ /ŀǎŜ 
5Ŝōōƛ 5ƛƴƪƛƴǎ 
5Ŝƭƭ ϧ IŜƭŜƴ Iƻȅǘ 
WƻƘƴ ϧ /ŀǊƻƭ LȊȊƻ 

WƛƳ {ŎƘǊŀŘŜǊ ϧ [ƻǳƛǎŜ {ǘŜŘƳŀƴ 
WƻǎŜǇƘ {ǘƻƴŜ 
5Ŝƴƴƛǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ  

WƻŜ ϧ {ŀƴŘǊŀ ¦ƴŘŜǊƘƛƭƭ 
IŜƛƴǊƛŎƘ IƻƭŜ 
5ŀǾƛŘ YŜƛǘƘ 
CǊŜŘ ½ƛũǊŀ 
.ǊǳŎŜ IŀǿƭŜȅ 
tŀǳƭ IƻǿŜǎ  

¢b¢ ²ƛƴŘƻǿ ¢ƛƴǝƴƎ 

CƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴŦƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ                 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΦ 

 

 Event Schedule  

(tentativeðas of Nov 2023) 

Open MonðSat 9amð4pm; Sun noonð4pm  

6-foot social distance from others 

Masks are recommended in all buildings 

Service animals only 

     Dec 9th         

Florida Christmas Remembered 

Dec 22nd 

Memberõs Christmas Party 

Jan 6th 

Playing on the Porches 

April 6th & 7th 

18th Annual Spring Frolic 

нлнн-нлно /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ 
hƴ-DƻƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ  

{ǉǳŀǊŜ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ - ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ 

сΥолǇƳτ/ŀƭƭ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ 

C!.! aƻƴǘƘƭȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎτмǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  

CƛōŜǊ DǳƛƭŘ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ  τ оǊŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ  

tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tƻǊŎƘŜǎ τ мǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 

!ƭƭ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜτCƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ  

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ƻǊ  

ǿǿǿΦǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦƻǊƎ 

The following events have been put 

on hold until further notice. 

¶ First Saturday Music Workshops  

¶ Second Saturdays at the Settlement 
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Our Mission 
To educate and entrust the public and future generations with knowledge of the pioneer lifestyle of our forefa-

thers, through hands on experience, folk life demonstrations, preservation, and historical exhibits. 

In Memoriam 
Mandi Leibee, gone too soon. Mandi came to work for the Settlement as 

the Events Coordinator almost two years ago. We could tell from day 

one that she fit in here ð with our kind of crazy ð like a tailor-made 

straight jacket. She loved the Settlement and all the people that work 

together to make it the special place that it is. Writing a obituary or eu-

logy for her is too painful, because she became such a dear friend to 

everyone that works here. Instead we will let Emily Bront± sing Mandi 

on her way into the eternal beyond.  

ñNo Coward Soul Is Mineò 

By Emily Bronte 

No coward soul is mine 

No trembler in the worldôs storm-troubled sphere 

I see Heavenôs glories shine 

And Faith shines equal arming me from fear 

 

O God within my breast 

Almighty ever-present Deity 

Life, that in me hast rest, As I Undying Life, have power in Thee 

 

Vain are the thousand creeds  

That move menôs hearts, unutterably vain,  

Worthless as withered weeds 

Or idlest froth amid the boundless man 

 

To waken doubt in one  

Holding so fast by the infinity,  

So surely anchored on  

The steadfast rock of immortality 

 

With wide-embracing love 

Thy spirit animates eternal years 

Pervades and broods above,  

Changes, sustains, dissolves, creates, and rears.  

¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƴŜ 

!ƴŘ ǎǳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

!ƴŘ ¢Ƙƻǳ ǿŜǊǘ ƭŜƊ ŀƭƻƴŜ 

9ǾŜǊȅ 9ȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜŜ 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŀǘƘ 

bƻǊ ŀǘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǾƻƛŘ 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊŜ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŀǘƘ 

!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦω 
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Thank you to all the volunteers, de-

monstrators, performers, storytellers, 

and musicians that came out and 

made this fundraising event a smash-

ing hit! Your love for the Settlement is 

shown in your stewardship for it! We 

canôt thank you enough for all your 

hard work & dedication!  
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The 47th Annual  

Fall Country Jamboree 

 

The Jamboree is a special time. It is a reunion of artisans 

and friends that are connected through history and folk 

art. It is a must-attend celebration of Florida culture. It is 

a chance to experience the past in a peaceful and accept-

ing way.  

This yearôs Jamboree was all that and more. The weather 

was perfect and the fellowship was lovely. Around 3000 

people cast their shadow on the Settlementôs grounds 

this 1st weekend in November. Not since before COVID 

has there been that many people attending the Jamboree.  

We were so busy that the corn boil sold out of corn, the 

hamburger and hot dog stand ran out of buns, the soup 

wagon ran out of 2 of the 3 soups they were serving, and 

the Summer Kitchen almost ran out of BBQ.  

Despite the voraciousness of our guests, we were still 

able to feed everyone who was hungry. And, from what 

we could tell, no one left hungry 

nor unhappy.  

We would like to thank The Will 

McLean Foundation for their 

generous grant that allowed us to 

provide a healthy and delicious 

lunch to our volunteers and musi-

cians.  

If you didnôt get a chance to at-

tend this year, donôt miss our 18th 

Annual Spring Frolic on April 6th 

& 7th. Also we are already plan-

ning on how to make next yearôs 

Jamboree even better.  

If the big crowds arenôt your 

thing, visit us on the 1st Saturday 

of almost every month for Playing 

on the Porches. These one day 

events are similar to the Jamboree 

& Frolic, only smaller, with more 

opportunity to intimately experi-

ence the music and demonstra-

tions.  

Thank you again to all our volun-

teers. The Barberville Pioneer 

Settlement is a mostly volunteer 

run organization. We cannot do it 

without help, support, and love 

from the community. 
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A Big Shout out to our Sponsors! 


